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Abstract

In January 2017, a number of large and small cities in Iran
witnessed a series of protest rallies with political and economic
colors, which quickly turned into riots and destructive and
foundation-breaking movements, and therefore ended quickly.
This event received widespread coverage abroad in political
circles, think tanks, cyberspace, and the media. In analyzing the
basis for foreign attention to these unrest, this article focuses on
the variables of "interventionism™ and "balancing™ and, through
a case study of the positions of officials, elites, and analyses of
American think tanks, argues that the efforts of rival powers, and
specifically the United States, to create a balance and contain the
regional power of the Islamic Republic of Iran, distinguish the
type of foreign attitude and intervention from previous
interventions that were mostly carried out by appealing to the
category of human rights. The findings of this article, which are
conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and based on the
theory of "comprehensive balance", while explaining the
dimensions of this issue, emphasize the possibility of the
continuation and diversification of this interventionism based on
checks and balances in the future.
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