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Abstract

Talking about culture and the place of cultural elements in international relations and
foreign policy is an easy and unavoidable matter, because on the one hand, the dynamism
and complexity of culture and the lack of a precise definition of this multifaceted concept
have made its use as an analytical tool problematic, and on the other hand, international
relations theorists, especially the traditional and dominant schools in this field, have
placed little value on raising the issue of culture in theorizing, and the role of cultural
components, like political, security, and economic factors, is not as prominent in
traditional theories of international relations. Despite the neglect of the cultural dimension
in traditional theories of international relations, in the final decades of the twentieth
century, the expansion of mass communication networks, widespread migrations, and an
unprecedented increase in cultural contacts at the international level, the fusion of trade,
culture, and politics, and its reflection in the foreign policy of countries, the process of
globalization, and cultural particularism have doubled the necessity of examining the
relations between culture and power at the international level, and have led to increasing
attention to the category of culture for the analysis of international issues. These rapid
and dramatic developments, which are so-called "globalization" and sometimes
"globalization™, have not only created substantial and fundamental changes in the field of
decision-making, structure, and actors of world politics, and have transformed non-state
actors such as non-governmental organizations, international civil society institutions,
ethnic and religious groups, etc., along with states, into undisputed actors in the
international system; they have also changed the traditional concepts of international
relations. Among these concepts, we can mention the concept of diplomacy.

The process of globalization has caused a transition from universalism to particularism
and the evolution of the concept of diplomacy from official and intergovernmental
diplomacy to public diplomacy, media diplomacy, cultural diplomacy, etc. In this article,
while explaining the concept of public diplomacy, we will examine the role and position
of Hajj in the public diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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