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Abstract

One of the complex and mysterious issues in the field of
sociology is the issue of the new middle class. This class is
known in the Western world as the engine of social changes,
and most scholars consider it to be the foundation for the
formation of new societies and one of the fundamental
elements and prerequisites of democratic societies. In Iran, the
new middle class has emerged in the process of renewal and
modernization of society, and especially in recent decades, as
a result of development processes, it has deepened its
evolutionary process. Among the functional effects of the
growth of this class after the Islamic Revolution are the
guantitative expansion of higher education, urbanization,
expansion of the elite sphere, increase in cultural capital,
demand for greater citizenship rights, increased sense of
participation in decision-making, demand for greater welfare,
increase in living standards, expansion of mass
communication media and increase in its influence coefficient
in society, development of cultural values, emergence of new
markets and new job creation, etc. Of course, following this
situation, consequences such as documentarianism,
unemployment of educated people, spread of social
discontent, growth of cultural West-centric tendency,
migration of academic elites, etc. also appeared in society.

Keywords: New middle class, social, cultural, political,
economic, security functions
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