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Abstract

Religion, as an epistemological structure and also in the field of a
cultural system, has capacities, capabilities and infrastructures that can
be the source of influence, effectiveness and theoretical-
epistemological or communicative-structural flow. This unique or at
least unique ability of religion can affect different areas of social life
through its influence and mechanisms of effectiveness. The society's
internal beliefs in values and definitional and evaluative norms facilitate
and sustain the process of the presence and functional necessities of
religion in social relations and the organization of individual and
collective actions. In human societies, despite experiencing countless
changes and continuous modernization, religion continues to maintain
its position as an epistemological system, a cultural structure and a
dynamic and influential social institution and is a great source for
creating consensus, movement and creating social changes. The
question is whether religion can be effective in the process of "social
change”, if the answer is yes, what are the mechanisms of influence of
religion in the process of "social change". This article has attempted to
examine the functional role of religion in the process of social change
through 5 functional areas: "Religion as a social field", "Religion as a
liberating model”, "Religion in the role of character building and self-
construction”, "Religion in the field of discourse" and "Religion as a
generator of power". Explaining the justification foundations of the
influence of religion through the five mentioned mechanisms in the
process of socio-cultural change is the aim of this article, which will be
explained and expanded.

Keywords: religion, social change, functions of religion, social field,
discourse.
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