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Abstract

This article examines one of the most important social issues in the country, entitled
"Smuggling of goods, its causes, methods and functions from the perspective of the people”,
and is one of the social researches that has a descriptive and analytical nature. In carrying out
this research, two methods were used: library (documentary) and field (social survey). The
study population of this research includes all residents over 16 years of age in 7 provinces of
the country, including Kurdistan, West Azerbaijan, Hormozgan and Khorasan Razavi (as the
provinces of origin and border), Tehran and Isfahan provinces (as the provinces of high
consumption) and Semnan province (as the province of low consumption). The sample size of
the research is 7230 people.

The main findings of this research indicate that: The majority of the society (69 percent) believe
that despite the various harmful and destructive effects of smuggled goods, this type of goods
is abundant in the country; This is while a large part of society has emphasized that all kinds of
foreign goods that have been illegally imported into the country (including televisions, mobile
phones, household appliances, rare medicines, etc.) are abundantly available in the country's
markets and are easily sold. This issue is more observed in high-consumption provinces (such
as Tehran and Isfahan) compared to provinces with low consumption (such as Kurdistan, West
Azerbaijan, Hormozgan, and Khorasan provinces) and low consumption (such as Semnan). The
majority of respondents to this study (more than two-thirds) have emphasized that smuggling
of goods is a phenomenon in which different currents, groups, and organizations are involved,
and the convergence, synergy, and linkages between organized currents and gangs, domestic
companies, and some influential figures and forces in the country's official apparatus facilitate
the smuggling process.

Other findings indicate that the most important issues in the field of smuggling of goods in a
general context are:

[1 Lack of recognition and ability to distinguish smuggled goods from non-smuggled goods by
people in the country

[1 Cognitive and perceptual conflict of society towards the functions of smuggling and
consumption of foreign and smuggled goods

(1 Participation of a part of the people in the smuggling process for various reasons

) Pessimism and weak sense of belonging to domestically produced goods due to low quality

[1 Optimism and positive evaluation of foreign goods and the desire to consume them

[ Insensitivity in the body of society towards smuggled goods and lack of reflection to ensure
the health and legality of their entry and supply
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[1 The value of consuming foreign goods among a part of the people as a model of lifestyle and
a different view from the values that govern society

The results of the study show that the most reason for consuming foreign goods among people
is due to their value and normativity and with the goals of conspicuous consumption and
enjoying objective welfare and receiving social acceptance among different classes.

Of course, respondents also acknowledged that combating smuggling requires serious
determination from officials, and especially the presence and participation of the public with
officials, so that an intelligent fight can be waged against this phenomenon, which has various
negative functions and consequences, by relying on social capital.
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