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Abstract

Decline is a widely used concept in historical and social studies. From
a historical perspective, the conceptualization of decline has been
shaped by the way in which the meaning of time is perceived and the
consequences of confronting fundamental changes over time. The aim
of this paper is to identify and apply the practical aspects of the
concept of decline to describe social developments. The search
attempts to approach the practical dimensions of the concept of decline
by posing these questions: What is the consequence of the attitude
towards decline in the context of change in historical theory? How can
the concept of decline be reconciled with the new attitude towards
history and applied in social studies? In this study, which was formed
using the method of content analysis, decline in the sense of the
process, state or period of decline has been used to describe the general
trend of social changes. Based on the results of the research, it can be
said that the general judgment about the direction of social changes is
a discursive category and within the framework of a discourse it is
determined whether the changes are evolving or declining and
degenerating. A historical study of major social developments in the
modern era shows that major changes first arise among social groups
and gradually spread throughout society. Contrary to the view
associated with the philosophy of history, which considers decline to
describe the decline of civilization in its overall course, in social
analysis, the concept of decline has the ability to be used to describe
the foundations or social forces or the decaying cores of the social
structure.

Keywords: Philosophy of history, decadence, process of
transformation, social order.
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