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Abstract

The clergy, as an institution or an influential social class, is
constantly subject to social monitoring and evaluation, like other
strata and institutions. The creation of a social mentality towards
the clergy is rooted both in the performance and functioning of
this institution and in the assessments created. It is a kind of
social structure that is formed and continues in the public arena
and as a result of assessments, mentalizations, behaviors and
social interactions. This situation has become more intense,
extensive and deep, especially after the Islamic Revolution, and
the clergy is continuously exposed to criticism, evaluation and
rethinking, and being placed in roles and positions and behavioral
assessments. The connection of the clergy with politics and being
placed in political roles has resulted in a kind of accumulation of
expectations for the clergy, some of which are natural and some
of which have emerged as a result of social trends, functional
evaluations, and internal and external institutional criticisms.
This article seeks to describe and analyze the type of expectations
from the clergy, the criticisms and challenges that have been
directed at this institution, and the process that has dominated this
process, in order to explain the expectations from the institution
of the clergy, and to examine and examine the type of response
of this institution to the criticisms and the needs for rethinking
the current conditions.

Keywords: Expectations from religion, religious function,
clergy, accumulation of expectations, religious surveillance,
challenges of the clergy
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