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Abstract

The main issue of this article is what challenges does the clergy
face in the area of relationship with the new generation?
Considering the social roles of the clergy such as preaching,
teaching, social, political presence, etc., the category of
“relationship with the masses” i1s of utmost importance for this
class, and if this relationship is diluted, the institution of the clergy
will be weakened. Based on an analytical and explanatory study,
this research has addressed the factors that cause “soft challenge”
and “hard challenge” in this area. Soft challenge consists of the
negative internal emotions of the audience, such as anger and
hatred, and hard challenge consists of external factors that cause
distance and lack of relationship with the clergy. The factors of
soft challenge are explained in the four categories of “nature of the
clergy’s calling”, “unethical actions of the clergy”, “change in the
identity of the clergy in the eyes of the people”, and “lack of
attention by the clergy to priorities”. The factors of the difficult
challenge can also be explained in the four categories of “lack of
attention to the common language”, “concentration on linguistic
invitation”, “widespread attack of anti-cultural activities” and
“inefficient scientific productions”. It is obvious that efforts to
eliminate these eight factors and strengthen the process of
communication between the clergy and the masses will have an

inverse relationship.

Keywords: clergy, religious propaganda, clergy ethics, clergy
identity, clergy priorities, cultural invasion,
cyberspace.
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