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Abstract

Achieving understanding and consensus in human culture requires the
formation of patterns, processes of rethinking, perceptual methods,
and persuasive methods that are expressed by the concept of
rationality. The purpose of this article is to provide theoretical
discussions to understand the process of evolution of the concept of
social rationality and the methods of its consolidation. Examining the
processes of the formation of rationality in Islamic and modern culture
indicates some differences and similarities. Islamic culture considers
the use of the power of perception to require the recognition of the
possibilities and limitations inherent in human nature, but modern
culture, by going beyond the concept of nature, considers the
frameworks of perception to be the result of rethinking in the social
space. Both cultures emphasize the place of the social space in the
formation of persuasive procedures. Communicative action through
language makes the social construction of rationality possible. In
Islamic culture, the concept of rationality reflects the extensive
discussions, criticisms, arguments, and reasoning in the cultural
environment of the first centuries of Islam. The current questioning of
the adequacy of the persuasive power of the knowledge system in
Islamic culture implies that the social space does not have the
necessary dynamism to rethink the conditions and principles of
understanding and reach consensus. From this perspective, activating
the social space through critical and persuasive dialogue is an effective
approach to reconstructing social rationality.

Keywords: Rationality, nature, communicative action, Islamic
culture, modern culture, social construction of language
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