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Abstract

Discussions of hope can be found throughout the history of
philosophy and in all Western philosophical traditions, although
philosophy has not traditionally paid as much attention to hope
as to beliefs and values. However, even though hope has been
discussed regularly throughout history—with notable exceptions
such as Aquinas, Bloch, and Marcel—almost all major
philosophers have believed that hope plays an important role in
human motivation, religious beliefs, or politics. Historically,
discussions of the importance of hope have often been embedded
in specific philosophical projects. Most recent discussions of
hope offer independent assessments and explanations of the
nature and relationship of hope to other mental phenomena such
as desire, intention, and optimism.
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