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Abstract

Trust is a public good that is essential in everyday social life and in
relationships between individuals and human groups. In this article, by
providing definitions of trust and listing its types, a very special form of
trust, namely "generalized trust”, is distinguished from other types of
trust, and the causes and importance of its formation and productive
mechanisms at the micro and macro levels are discussed.

Generalized trust includes the type of trust that considers the components
of society regardless of social, identity and cultural affiliations and is not
based solely on identifying individuals. This type of trust is expanding in
modern societies due to the increasing complexity of modern
communities, communication densities and the expansion of interaction
fields. At the same time, this type of trust faces obstacles and limitations
that cannot be fully realized. In this article, the author tries to
explaingeneralized trust, compare and contrast the differences and
similarities of this type of trust with other types of trust, including moral
trust, identity-based trust, and rational trust, and explain its superiority
with respect to the modern conditions of human communities. In this
article, by using different models, it is determined that generalized trust
is a tendency that originates in the institutional structures in which this
type of trust has been developed and institutionalized.

In total, two important dimensions of the structure of social interactions
have emerged in the sociological literature in the field of generalized
trust: bridging interactions and bonding.

Keywords: trust, generalized trust, moral trust, identity-based trust,
rational trust, social interactions, bridging, social bonding

This article is a translation of the article Trusting Strangers — the Concept of Generalized Trust in
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