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Abstract

Social cohesion is one of the basic concepts of sociology that has been the
focus of the great thinkers of sociology since the early days of this scientific
field. The importance and complexity of this concept and its functional
position in maintaining social systems at the micro and macro levels have
caused experts in this field to continue to rethink, explore and revise its
dimensions, methods and theoretical foundations. From a sociological
perspective, cohesion depends on various factors and infrastructures,
especially the role of definitional, evaluative and normative symbols. Some
sociologists, whether early theorists such as Durkheim or later ones,
especially functionalist thinkers, evaluate one of the basic functions of
religion as creating cohesion, connection and definitional unity, which can
strengthen the construction of social relations and collective actions in various
ways. Therefore, religion and religious teachings have been defined as a basic
infrastructure for strengthening social solidarity. The question is whether the
religion of Islam has teachings that include strengthening and strengthening
relationships and convergence between different social sectors, classes and
strata and strengthen collective cohesion or not? This article attempts to
answer this question by analyzing and scrutinizing the epistemological and
functional foundations of Islam and examine and analyze the effectiveness of
religion in social relations. The existence of teachings that emphasize the
acceptance of differences and distinctions, respect for rights and social
tolerance, control and supervision of oneself, strengthening declarative
relationships and universalistic tendencies, morality and adherence to social
ethics have been discussed and examined as epistemological foundations that
indicate the role of Islamic teachings in strengthening collective cohesion.

Keywords: Cohesion, Religion, Religious teachings, Universalism, Social
rights, Morality, Acceptance, Distinctions, Internal control
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