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Abstract

The concept of "religious person™ has undergone semantic changes over the course
of history, and consequently, the characteristics and attributes of this concept have
also changed. The meaning of the word "religious” or "religious” as an adjective
for a human being and the breadth of its conceptual scope depend on the definition
of "religion™ itself. A religious person can be defined with various characteristics
and signs in accordance with religious teachings and its conceptual circle can be
specified. Among the most important characteristics of a religious person,
according to the Islamic anthropological perspective, are such characteristics as
dignity, virtue and morality, self-improvement and self-preservation, teleology
and transcendence, changeability and conduct, freedom and free thinking,
knowledge and self-awareness, and responsibility and accountability. Each of
these characteristics and components is considered the definitional and
epistemological foundations of a human being from a religious perspective. At the
same time, considering the developments that have taken place regarding humans
from the perspective of the secular epistemological system, various indicators and
components have been presented about humans that are devoid of the foundations
of religious knowledge. These components and definitional indicators are derived
from human-centered assumptions, discourses, and ideologies that are more or
less visible among some groups, especially in Western societies. Some of the
indicators that have been presented for “human religion” include: having a human
origin, having a function, being non-sacred, being this-worldly, being human-
centered, changeability, being individual and private. This article will attempt to
examine and dissect the conceptual dimensions of these two perspectives by

referring to religious and non-religious texts and sources.

Keywords: human, religiosity, human religion, transcendence, rationality,
religious man.
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