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Abstract

The Shiite clergy has the responsibility and mission of defending
religious principles, expanding and propagating religious ideas
based on Islamic teachings. What places this fundamental
institution in the position of a religious, political and even social
reference group is the social capital, the extent of trust and
attachment that exists towards them in the public arena.
Maintaining these social capitals requires careful considerations
that must be carried out with continuous care, accurate
assessments, continuous corrections and repairs to prevent the
emergence of a negative mentality that can erode the great capital
of social trust. By reflecting on some of the current trends, we can
point out issues that, as potential and actual disruptive factors, can
be the source of deepening mentalities that affect the process of
public trust towards the clergy. Characteristics such as the
preference for theoretical discussions over social functions,
criticisms and intra-discursive and political conflicts, lifestyle
patterns, the emergence of superficial thinking trends and their
lack of timely management, the weakness of mechanisms for
defending society against pathological processes, decoding
invisible areas attributed to the clergy, are among the areas whose
functional effects and consequences on social attitudes and
evaluations cannot be ignored. It is by carefully examining and
properly scrutinizing these areas that the emerging disorders can
be prevented before they deepen, effectively managing and
rethinking their erosive effects and consequences.

Keywords: clergy, seminaries, harms, lifestyle, trust, superstition,
social harms.
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