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Abstract

The study of social phenomena requires in-depth exploration of their specific
contexts, causes, and reasons, because social and human categories are incredibly
intertwined with the collective life of humans, to the extent that, according to the
opinions of a number of sociologists, human biosocial relations are not entirely based
on pure rationality, but rather, human life and their social relations are a mixture of
rationality and emotions, in various proportions.

The formation and tendency towards reference groups is one of the social and human
issues that is formed in a set of relationships based on rationality and emotions and
ultimately emerges and manifests as a social phenomenon. The formation of religious
authority and the position of the clergy as a reference group can also be discussed
and examined within this fra Various factors intervene in the process of seeking
authority, especially in the modern world, while authority has been distinguished
from each other in various fields. The diversity and variety of authority in the modern
world on the one hand and the diversity of intellectual and epistemological currents
on the other hand have affected the process of choosing authority in various fields.
In the religious sphere, although the process of seeking authority is faced with new
paradigms and the presence of newly emerging currents, the Shiite clergy has still
been able to maintain its strategic position as an epistemological and belief authority
in the eyes of the majority of Iranians. The religiosity of the Iranian society and
people, which has a historical background and roots, and religion has been defined
as a paradigm rooted in Iran, along with monotheism and the desire for monotheism,
and especially the increasing interest of Iranians in the family of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH), as well as the movement of continuity and authenticity of the Shiite clergy,
have caused the clergy to maintain their position as an epistemological and belief
authority group in the eyes of the majority of Iranians. In this article, an attempt has
been made to analyze and reexamine the terminology and conceptualization of the
reference group and its theories, as well as the factors affecting the tendency towards
reference groups and the process of establishing authority in religious knowledge
systems.mework.
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