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Abstract

Political criticism is a reaction in the form of the duty of enjoining what is
right and forbidding what is wrong, which is carried out in response to the
undesirable political thoughts and behaviors, mainly of the rulers. Political
criticism is a kind of moral and value judgment in response to the dos and
don’ts of political behavior. At the same time, the most serious problem that
exists in the field of political criticism in Iranian society is the dominance of
radicalism and extremism. This article is an attempt to outline and examine
the elements and identifiers that seem necessary to evaluate and measure the
situation of this field in Iran. For this purpose, the author addresses the key
question in this article: what is radical and destructive political criticism, what
identifiers does it have, and what place does it have in the religious teachings
of our society, namely Islamic culture and law? The article is divided into
four specific parts in response to this question; after a theoretical explanation,
the first part of the article deals with the conditions and components of fair
political criticism. The next section explains the distinction and difference
between fair and constructive political criticism and radical and destructive
political criticism. In this section, three important differences between the two
are discussed in the form of a difference in substance, a difference in method
and tools, and a difference and distinction in results and consequences. The
third section includes the fallacies that logically form radical and destructive
political criticism, and by recognizing them, one can understand the
identifiers of this type of destructive criticism. Finally, the fourth section of
the article is called “Radical Criticism and Its Denial in Islamic Teachings”.

Keywords: Criticism, political criticism, radical political criticism, enjoining
good and forbidding evil, fallacies of radical criticism, leaders of the Islamic
Republic
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