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Abstract

Electoral participation in countries like Iran is, on the one hand, a sign of
political pluralism and religious democracy. On the other hand, such a
process can increase social risks and crises and create grounds for the
formation of some social conflicts. Although the general policies of the
regime regarding the electoral process were published by the Supreme
Leader on October 14, 2016, there is still a lot of ambiguity regarding
electoral ethics and structuralism.

Lack of attention to any of the components related to “electoral ethics”,
“electoral structuralism”, “electoral principles”, and ‘“electoral
legitimacy” can create the necessary grounds for the formation of a
process in which elections lead to excess power and the promotion of
political legitimacy in the country. The social structure of Iran is
accompanied by signs of widespread, changing, and intensifying political
competition. The demands of Iranian political groups and forces are
increasing in a limited time.

The main question of the article is to emphasize the following: “What
consequences have the elections in Iran had and how can the necessary
grounds be created to promote the surplus of political power in the
electoral action process in Iran?” The hypothesis of the article emphasizes
the following: “The surplus of political power in the electoral process is a
function of the mechanisms related to morality, principle, and the process
that have been expressed in the general policies of the Iranian political
system in the electoral sphere.” The theoretical framework and approach
governing the article emphasizes the “structuralism and institutionalism
of political and electoral action.”

Keywords: elections, general electoral policies, changes, conflicts,
political stability.
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