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Trust, a social construct or a cultural and personality trait
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Abstract

Trust is considered the leaven and glue that holds social and civic
institutions together, facilitating social, economic, and political
exchanges, and one of the fundamental elements of a democratic
society. Researchers have cited different origins and sources for trust;
some have considered it to arise from individual traits and personality
orientations, while others consider trust to be a social construct that is
created and sustained under certain conditions. In this article, it will be
argued from a philosophical and social philosophical perspective that
whatever the origin of trust, there is a dialectical and interactive
relationship between individual, social, and political trust. In short, if
social and political conditions are unfavorable, individual trust
gradually changes, and when social and political conditions are
favorable and available, distrust gradually changes, and the change at
the objective level turns into a subjective change.
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